
The students at Cool Summer 

Experience were introduced to 

21st century cutting edge tech-

nology. This was made possi-

ble by our partners, the Geo-

graphic Society of Chicago 

(GSC) and Waukegan Park 

District (WPD). The learning 

experiences that took place at 

WPD’s Bowen Park presented 

opportunities for the kids to 

learn how to use Global Posi-

tioning Systems (GPS). The 

kids used the GPS units, do-

nated by GSC, to collect data 

about how much trash and 

where this trash was located 

within the park. There were 

twelve groups, each group was 

assigned different trails and 

locations within the park. As 

the kids walked along their 

designated trails, they picked 

up trash and then use the GPS 

unit to record where the trash 

was found. After recording the 

data on the GPS unit, they 

had to record where they 

found the trash, how many 

items they found and de-

scribed what they found.  

When they were done collect-

ing trash on their trails, they 

headed back to the picnic area 

and put the data they collected 

onto a computer so that it 

would be saved. They weighed 

their trash bags to see how 

heavy the trash was that they 

collected and recorded that as 

well. After the data was put on 

the computer, it was trans-

formed into information that 

the kids would later use in the 

computer to create maps. 

The information that the kids 

collected from the park was 

put onto a computer system 

that is used for Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS). 

This form of technology CSE 

kids experienced is usually not 

available for kids their age, so 

it was a huge opportunity for 

them to get to work with GIS. 

The kids learned how to use 

the GIS system and they also 

used it to see the data they 

collected be put into the form 

of a map. The GIS system 

showed them the trails that 

they went on and where they 

picked up trash so that they 

could see an aerial view of it. 

They also got to see the other 

trails that other groups went 

on, so they could compare 

their trails to other trails. 

The kids learned a lot about 

GPS and GIS from this activi-

ty and they also learned why 

there was more trash in cer-

tain parts of the park than 

others. Following are stories 

some of the kids from CSE 

wrote about their experiences 

with the GPS units at Bowen 

Park and their GIS mapping 

experience.  

Jordan Nathan 

CSE Summer Intern  
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was. There was a lot of trash on the 

trail I was on. There was even a lot of 

trash throughout the woods. There 

was probably about one trash can on 

the trail. I think that there should be 

more trash cans put out in the park, 

because there was too much trash on 

the trail that I was on.  

-Sean Jones 

At the park we used GPS units and 

walked around on a trail picking up 

garbage. Once we found the trash we 

would pick it up, put it in a bag, and 

record the location on the GPS. Once 

we were done collecting garbage on 

the trail we went back to the picnic 

area and shared our information. On 

the trail we found there were not a lot 

of garbage cans. I think if there were 

more garbage cans on the trail there 

would be less litter, because people 

are more likely to put trash in the 

trash can if they see one, rather than 

throwing it on the ground. The type of 

trash that there was the most of was 

food and drinks. Picking up trash was 

not really fun for me, because picking 

up trash is a chore at my house. What 

I think what they should do, is simply 

spread out the trash cans. This would 

reduce trash in the park by a lot.  

-Amaris Hill                                                               

some of the garbage cans that they 

have by the picnic tables and move 

them over by where the street is. So 

by the picnic tables there was a lot of 

garbage like forks, spoons and some 

other stuff, because people eat over by 

the picnic area every day. I just think 

that people are lazy when they don’t 

At Bowen park we used GPS units to 

track where most of the garbage was 

at. We also needed to pick the garbage 

up. My route was the picnic grove. 

There was a lot of garbage there, be-

cause there were no trash cans and 

plus, my route was near the street. 

What I think we should do is take 

put their garbage 

in the trash cans. 

If they would 

spread out the 

trash cans more, then maybe there 

would be less trash. 

-Andrea Fajardo 

Too Much Garbage, Not Enough Cans. 

More Trash Cans, Less Trash. 

Street Clean-Up. 

We used the GPS units to map out the 

places where we found the trash along 

the trail we took. We used the GPS 

units every time we found trash to 

map it as a point. We used them to let 

other people know where the trash 

was being dumped and that they 

should put trash cans there. The plac-

es where there were more than one 

piece of trash was mapped on the 

GPS. On the paper we wrote down 

how many pieces of trash we found, 

the pinpoint and what kind of trash it 
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don’t care where they throw their 

trash and people that smoke are just 

throwing it out the window and if it is 

lit it can cause a fire. They should 

have more trash cans near the ball 

park and skate park inside Bowen 

Park and near the boy’s camp and 

beaver out look. 

J.J. Pable  

Hi I am Jackie Lopez and I am going 

to tell you about my experience at 

Bowen Park.  At Bowen my partner 

and I used GPS systems (global posi-

tioning system). With that system my 

partner and I went around collecting 

trash. For each piece or pieces we 

would put a way point and after we 

were done we went with Steve and he 

showed us the weight of the trash. 

WOW that was a lot of weight.  After 

he showed us the weight he put a title 

on our information. Our title was girls 

33. Oops I forgot to mention that it 

was also the name of the path we col-

lected the trash from. Then we fin-

ished with Steve and put the infor-

mation on the computer and then we 

finished. But I am not done yet. I 

think that the park should spread the 

garbage cans in different places. I 

think they should do this because 

maybe a person is in the woods and 

they need a garbage can and maybe 

there isn’t one. So then that person 

thinks “oh no!” let’s just throw the 

garbage on the ground. My point is 

that I think they should put garbage 

cans in every single place around the 

park. Even if people don’t walk 

through there, there should still be 

trash cans.  

Jackie Lopez                             

know where you were last at. Also we 

saw a lot of loitering taking place. I 

think that more garbage cans should 

be put out on the skate park, baseball 

field, the playground, and the eating 

area.  

Dishon McBride                        

What I did when I went to the G.P.S. 

outing, was I picked trash that other 

people put on the ground. We used 

G.P.S. units to know where we were 

going every time we picked up a piece 

of trash and then we had to put down 

a way point. A way point is a mark 

that is put down on the map to let you 

New Experiences. 

Way-Point This, Way-Point That. 

What I did at Bowen Park was fun 

and good for the ecosystem. It was a 

little hard at first, because it was the 

first time I used a G.P.S unit like the 

ones that we used, but I got the hang 

of it. We put way points on where we 

found trash. We found 66 way points 

and we came in 3rd place. The highest 

amount of way points was 80. It was 

really interesting and it was interest-

ing the way that there was more trash 

where there are trash cans. People 
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information on his computer to store 

the data. A week later, we went to the 

computer lab and made maps using 

the information we collected from 

Bowen Park. We got to make a map of 

the trails we collected trash on and 

where we picked up trash on the trail. 

That was my GPS and map making 

experience at Bowen Park. 

Clara Robin 

One day at CSE it was a quiet and 

mysterious day. Then we got a mes-

sage from Ms. Coyote saying that we 

had a mission at Bowen Park. My 

friends Diamond, Lauren, Isaac and I 

were in a group. We went to the base-

ball field and skate park. We had to 

pick up trash with a GPS unit. I had 

never used a GPS unit before, so I had 

to learn how to use it. At the park, we 

had to pick up trash that was on the 

trail we were assigned to. So we had 

to pick up trash by the baseball field 

and skate park. We also had to record 

what we picked up and where. A week 

later, we went to the computer lab 

and Judy taught us how to make a 

map using the data we collected at 

Bowen Park. It was really cool, be-

cause we got to make a map of where 

we had picked up trash. 

Lori Ruiz 

picked up. Then a week later, we went 

into the computer lab and got to make 

a map of where we picked up trash at 

Bowen Park. It was a really cool expe-

rience and fun to make maps. 

Diamond Williams 

One day at camp I took an eco-

excursion to Bowen Park. When we 

got to Bowen Park, we met a man 

named Steve who taught us how to 

use GPS units. Then we were as-

signed a trail and got to walk the 

trail, pick up trash and record where 

we picked up the trash and what we 

Step By Step. 

Learning Something New. 

The kids at CSE went to Bowen Park 

and I was on of them. We did a GPS 

garbage tracking thing. We went on 

different trails and Jackie, Jordan, 

May and I were assigned to a trail 

called Beaver Outlook. When we were 

on our trail we would pinpoint where 

we found garbage and since we had a 

GPS unit we were able to record 

where we found the trash. When we 

were done picking up trash and re-

cording what we found, Steve put the 
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Conclusion 

What I think what they should do, is simply spread 

out the trash cans. This would reduce trash in the 

park by a lot.  

Amaris Hill 

I think that there should be more trash cans put out 

in the park, because there was too much trash on the 

trail that I was on.  

Sean Jones 

If they would spread out the trash cans more, then 

maybe there would be less trash. 

Andrea F. 

The kids came up with two conclusions about their day at 

Bowen Park. Some of the kids thought that there should be 

more trash cans brought into the park, because maybe if 

there were more trash cans than people would stop litter-

ing.  

The other conclusion the kids came up with was that the 

park should not add more trash cans, but just take the ones 

that are already there and spread them around the park 

better.. These kids didn’t think the amount of trash cans 

made a different in how much litter there was. These kids 

believe that by taking the garbage cans that are already 

there and spreading them out more would help the problem 

just as much as adding more garbage cans.  

Both conclusions are very good and we got to see two differ-

ent points of view from the kids.  

They should have more trash cans near the ball 

park and skate park inside Bowen Park and near 

the boy’s camp and beaver out look. 

J.J. Pable  

I think that more garbage cans should be put out on 

the skate park, baseball field, the playground, and 

the eating area.  

Dishon McBride                        

I think that the park should spread the garbage 

cans in different places. I think they should do this 

because maybe a person is in the woods and they 

need a garbage can and maybe there isn’t one. So 

then that person thinks “oh no!” let’s just throw the 

garbage on the ground. My point is that I think they 

should put garbage cans in every single place 

around the park. Even if people don’t walk through 

there, there should still be trash cans.  

Jackie Lopez                             

Left: This is a picture of 

just some of the bags of 

trash the kids picked 

up at Bowen Park. 


