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Cheerful Giving 
At 8:00 in the morning  
during their summer  
vacation, a cheerful and 
enthusiastic group of  
teenage and young adult 
volunteers arrived each 
day to assist CSE staff and 
nature  buddies. Their 
warm smiles created a  
welcoming environment 
that made everyone feel 
at home. They even 
brought new friends each 
week. This exceptional 

group of volunteers tack-
led every task that came 
their way – chopping 
stones for the community 
garden, preparing 
healthy snacks with the 
nutritionist, and organizing 
the first-ever CSE talent 
show. Their cheerful  
participation was  
contagious. Thank you  
for making this a cool  
summer experience! 
 

Making the most of each 
day at CSE is what it 
takes to become great  
learners. Our nature  
buddies shared a few 
memories of their summer 
experience at the 6th  
annual Slice of a Cool 
Summer Experience. The 
4th and 5th grade class 
presented a skit about a 
day in their classroom.  
Little did the audience 
know that all the 

answers were not  
scripted—the students 
actually know their water 
facts! 
 
The 6th and 7th graders 
“broadcast” the first-ever 
CSE News report on  
global warming, food 
webs, and erosion in local  
watersheds, followed by  

local endangered  
species conservation 
plans  presentations from 
the 8th grade teams. 
 
The program concluded 
with project viewing and 
refreshments, prepared 
by a friend of CSE—  
Executive Chef Jones.  
Smiles were in no short 
supply as the CSE family  
celebrated a summer of  

learning. 
 

Giant Puffball—270 hours! 

REFLECTIONS 

A Slice of  a Cool Summer Experience 

“I hope that I can come next 
year to enjoy again all of 
[the] beautiful and fun 
things we do every day.” 

 - Crab Spider 

 



 

 

CSE nature buddies and  
volunteers ventured out on 
the W. G. Jackson research 
vessel to perform water 
quality tests on Lake 
Michigan. The  
challenge of collecting 
water and pouring it 
into the turbidity tube 
while swaying on the 
deck brought out the 
true spirit of teamwork, 
along with a few 
laughs.  Inside the  
cabin, students  
recorded data about 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
On July 9th and 10th, the entire CSE family 
boarded the W.G. Jackson Research Vessel 
to work as lake ecologists. 
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the pH, dissolved oxygen 
content, and other  
important water quality  
data with accuracy and 

precision. Even as 
storms approached 
from the north, the 
fearless eco-
ambassadors  
continued their quest 
in examining critters 
and determining the 
quality of the lake. 
 

JULY ECO-EXCURSIONS 

All Aboard! —W.G. Jackson Research Vessel 

Local Treasure—Dokum Mskoda 
Seven 8th grade students ,  
two teachers, and a vet-
eran CSE volunteer went to 
visit the rare, endangered 
Eastern Prairie Fringed Or-
chid at the Dokum Mskoda 
Sedge Meadow Nature Pre-
serve in Waukegan. They  
were guided by special 
hosts from two government 
agencies—two Wildlife  
Biologists from the United 
States Fish and Wildlife  
Service (USFWS) and an  
Environmental Engineer 
from the United States Army 
Corp of Engineers.  
 

While hunting for blooming 
orchids students spotted an 
interesting orange parasitic  
plant called dodder.  Finally, 
students located a bloom-
ing orchid! Students were 
responsible for monitoring 
each blooming plant—
measuring plant height, 
counting individual blooms 
per plant, and also counting 
all individual leaves per 
plant.  
 
After surveying the two  
orchids discovered at the 
nature preserve, students 

“I was having so much 
fun that I didn’t even 
know I was learning!” 

 - Eastern Chipmunk 

 

Collecting the sample from 
Lake Michigan for analysis 

Safety first! 

Measuring the growth of the rare 
Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid 

carefully performed cross 
pollination between the two 
orchids they found at Dokum 
Mskoda in order to ensure 
the success of the species in 
future years. 
 



 

 

A World Apart—Volo Bog 
Have you ever been on  
an African safari or visited 
the rainforests of Brazil?  
Well, CSE nature buddies 
discovered that you do 
not have to travel far 
from home to experience  
amazing natural habitats.  
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all of the wonderful  
attractions of the well-
groomed gardens. In small 
groups, led by staff and  
volunteers, the students  
examined the variety of  
garden themes, rode a tram 
through a man-made  
prairie, and strolled among 
the model trains. Did you 
know that you can see 
Mount St. Helens erupt here 
in Chicago?  Well, it’s not 

Whooping cranes, great 
blue herons, and red-wing 
blackbirds are just a few of 
the breath-taking sites we 
enjoyed during our visit to 
Horicon Marsh. Tour guides 
led us on a special bus  
tour through the federally  
protected habitat to  
a floating boardwalk where 
students collected water 
samples and examined 
macro-invertebrates.  

Amazing views of federally-protected 
marsh captivated the curious minds of all 

ages as we enjoyed the auto tour. 

JULY ECO-EXCURSIONS 

Horicon Marsh—Gift of  the Glaciers  

A refreshing journey through the tamarack zone was 
just one of the highlights of the 300 acre treasure. 

Nature buddies explore equipment 
used for land management 

the actual volcano, but a  
miniature replica, sure to 
get your attention with real 
steam and sound  
effects. One of the most 
memorable sites was the 
Butterfly and Blooms exhibit. 
If you have never seen a 
moth with an 8-inch wing-
span, brace yourself—the 
grace and beauty of these 
creatures is truly  unique. 
 

Fluttering By—Chicago Botanic Garden 

Butterflies, blooms, and 
trains, oh my! So much to 
see, so  little time! The  
nature buddies entered the 
gardens with anxious  
anticipation, ready to visit 

We traveled just 40 miles               
northwest to the tamarack 
zone of Volo Bog to explore 
this rare gift of the glaciers.  
The state naturalist provided 
a full day of  hands-on 
learning about bog life.  

Autumn Leaf 
Doleschallia bisaltide  



 

 

 

This summer, CSE launched 
a new curriculum that fully  
integrated GPS (Global  
Positioning System) and GIS 
(Global Information System) 
technology. Big Bluestem 
(Matt Kauth), a passionate 
geographer with the Geo-
graphic Society of Chi-
cago, worked closely with 
students and teachers to 
develop inquiry projects to 
investigate the relationships 
between water locations 
and water quality, land for-
mations, and vegetation.  
 
Eighth grade students had 

A Salute to Our Geographer 

A lesson on recording 
 location data while 

aboard the W.G. Jackson  

Making the ravine safe for  
plants and animals 

Like us on Facebook!   
 The mission of CLE, a faith-based initiative of First 
Baptist Church  of Waukegan, is to foster the well-
being of children—mind, body, soul and spirit 
within the context of the web of relationships 
among which they live out their lives. The four 
core intersecting principles of this   mission are: 
Supporting Families, Educating Children,  
Promoting Stewardship, and Building Community. 
 

Cool Learning Experience 

Cool Learning Experience 
401 N. Genesee Street 
P.O. Box 44 
Waukegan, IL 60079 

Phone: 847-707-4544 
E-mail: barbarawaller1@comcast.net 
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the opportunity to engage 
with Big Bluestem and 
learn about his career as a 
GIS specialist through real-
life, hands-on, field  
experiences. Serving origi-
nally as a part-time sup-
port staff from GSC, he 
soon became an indispen-
sable asset to the CSE   
family.  Big Bluestem read-
ily volunteered to join us 
every day during the final 
weeks.  
 
From creating maps of  
student data to teaching 
geography lessons, Big 

“Having Big Bluestem as 
an available guide was an 
extraordinary resource—
he eased the work 
burden on teachers and 
used his expertise and 
knowledge to help us 
construct seamless 
research projects.” 

 - Luna Moth 

 

Bluestem did just as his 
name suggests, ‘provided 
support to our students as 
they bloomed’. For that 
we are most thankful!       


